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Dear Jim, Post as prapagan<U©t~what today* & newest lank can mean to us 11/26/76 

While I've ba^a expecting more of this kind of Goabbala operation today's atory 
is aot what I expected# I've not even filad ths file I started 11/13 wim ww wor# in 
Stevens Point# 

T# 

I doa' t kuow what the atory really say*# it ia too early for the papar# 

First I hoard a very brief account a little after 3# when l awakened sad want back 
to sleap* When I awakened again about 5 and did get up X heard a a it** a little longer, 
by coincidence the first item on waidng. The second one says that thw CIA's electronic 
surveillance caught LUG offering the Russian information in return for a trip to Russia# 

Tkose Post reporters and editors sure are the keenest 1 They ask all the searching 
questions, reason solidly and are determined not hx to be had again, as they were on the 
1l/l3 story# ut> the double-check, consult dependable sources, etc# idle Keeler told ra«, 
they're not proud of the 1l/l3 gulling# 

So when h .e went to Mexico to make a deal with the Russian to get to Husain Oswald 
wanted to go by way of Cuba, perhaps tho only place In tk# western ^orld from which it 
was hard to get to Husain? 

What priceless information ke hud! ill the darkest secrets he learned while greasing 
coffee machines# Until ke graduated to tstexisible unemployment# v uu' t you imagine the 
secrets he learned in daytime prowling of the area of C&aal and Camp in N.O#? The 
Rusakles were crazy aot to accept that offer, weren't they? 

Ho wonder the Post went with the story# Or that Keslcr, in his lack of pride in hiu 
sheet, had Volume 26 opened to C& 29 92 when h* phonsd me the other night, the Hoover letter 
that oaya the most diligent FBI investigation diaclosedaot even &a indirect LilO intel- 
ligence eoaaoctio n or political om 1th the Cubans of their friends# 

Keeler, by the way, ia a synthetic would-be old-time revsorter who will do anything 
for what he considers a scoop# a e does not give a dui|n ia he cun get it printed and ke 
has told me that in thu pant# a e wants to do investigative reporting# Remember the rotten 
thing he did with “arper on RFK and what he jiould not uee and the retraction the Post 
would not print when he obviously said what ^erper could not have said? 

On the face this i» an unreasonable, illogical story. Tfc^re is no way if it wer« 
legitimate that the Russian® would not have said this at or shortly after th« time of the 
crime, when the world had cooled some# It would for them have ended once and for all the 
US, particularly the OlA effort, to make it look like the Russians war* behind it, what 
scared the hall out of LBJ, with CIA help-read Phillips# 

Whether the CIA would have kept its silence is not as certain but 1 t Ink it unlikely, 
hi von their political interests of the time# There was also the gr*at risk in not telling 
both the FBI and the Casroisaioa, certainly Johnson# BUT was worried about people thinking 
he waa behind it# and Russell had a discussion along this line# Russell told hir. sus- 
pcioas would a*v«r end# 

1 do not believe it ia likely that this secret would have been kept# It is & fake, 
even if they com© up with the intercept ia LHQ's voice# Semebar, I have thia cohered 
several ways with the CIA- with an all-inclusive request and with a separate one that 1 
then wrote further about when CIa tried to ignore it, saying it was because I did not want 
to wait until corns time ia ths remote future when they complete wkw.t*v*r they call a 
review of all their records# 0 instead they mofcfchs l&ter Iwak it to the uncritical Post/ 

Oa which ^esler tells me he alone is now assigned th the JFK atory# 

The first such leak convinced m that th« time is now for filing for damages from 
non-compliance# I know tk* question is time# As it is with their destruction tkat is 
ujKCOtoing 

These two leaks within a fortnight should be of help before Ureea -aid Robinson, in 
different waya# ^Wore Robinson on the question of security classification, observance 
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and genuineness; before Green on the probabilities of what she has dona to we, which we 
can*t do that way directly but can in terms of what the government does and it® coat to 
a* and to the country* 

Thia ia one of the more brazen propaganda operations, I feae there is ao element of 
the *ress that will either aay ao or even look: into it. Mo was unwilling for the Times 
to do it with the so-called Hoover memo. That la, ha did not see thorn doing it whoa I told 
him there la such a story and how obvious it ia and easy to get the proof. 

It la fascinating that all this is leaked to the Poet. Whether it has a apeclal 
position of the spooks think the Tiweu will bo ©ore critical I've not atop^od to think 
about. That it happens after my fairly strong complaint to Katy Graham, one that a decent 
publisher would be asking some questions a out, also is interesting because I’ve heard 
from none of them. 

Sidebar t during the briadcaat to Schneotady a ouday night, to a show with a thought- 
ful moderator, he arranged it first so that Howard and I could talk during canned com- 
mercials and the news and then ao Hob Saltzman could Join us and not bo aired, for about 
10 mlnuteu during the news. Snltssaaa said that he and Howard: Simone, Poet noaaging 
editor, vent to the same college at different time*, that he had an article in the 
alfcmni magazine, that Slmors read it and Invited him down. The be repeated soon. Whoa 
he got there he was usHed into the executive suite, near of next to u raham f s office. Into 
a fanoy conference room. All the editors were there to meet with him, I tkiak h® said from 
the morning to about one. lie did name som4. Z recall Bradlee and Simons. They have all 
this interest and don^t talk to us? A a I remember it Slltzaam said he wrote about computer- 
ized information retrieval on the JPK aasasalaation and its possibilities, what he has 
proposed to the new House co&rj&ttee. (I cautioned him about the past in tfc« garbage- 
piles of the mind on this.) 

1 could conjecture endlessly on mdtive, on vhat so&eaa* hope*? to accomplish by all 
of thio. The correlation with the new committee caa*t be ignored. Neither leak se*m» 
designed to deter continuation of the committee, can be argued that either, more both, 
will be powerful reason for the House continuing the committee, la turn this m**»e wbat 
one ordinarily would mot expect, that the spooks want the eenuaitt*# continued. I’m not 
going into this because long ago X said that with the Downing** and Gonzalezes, later 
Faun troys in charge the spooks can uao this once and for all to cleanse themselves, as 
with sewer drainings. I'm saying it because it is the fact. If along the Sehweiker line, 
uhich means ultimate spook exculpation. 

It hurhi no gxxai agency now to confess that some uudorliag failed in his obligations. 

I can see CIA throwing Helms into the meatgriader, the FBI those who were in Hoover's 
disfavor. 

1 am saying that both agencies have much to hide and this leads away from what they 
want to hide. There can, ultimately, be a followup on this, back to square one, that 
LUO was irrational. Of course he had no secrets and thus could not have made *;uch a deal. 

One oaa even see that this could be aimed at detente and reduced military expenditures. 

i3ut it certainly ia aimed at the present situation a«d it certainly does establish 
damage to me with ay POIA re quests of both agencies covering all and for lo hong having 
been entirely ignored. 

I wrote the foregoing before daylight, before the paper came. H is here about 7. 

1 got it aad sure enough (I've not yot read it) there is Hon Kevlar's by-line on puge 1. 

I turned the TV on to pick the early news up. I get CBS from ^altiaore now that WOP 
tapes it wad sires ti an hour later. I switched from channel to channel at the opening 
and le*ra#d that ABC has Agee live from London later in the hoyr, so I'll have to monitor 
it for the coming hour. The lead news item from Washoagtoa oa CBS attributes this to 
Phillips via AP, with mention of the Post. So ig guesj instant analysis is still possible. 
A13C carried the item attributed to the Post only, oe'll sec if anyone auks why Phillips 
waited ao long to apeak out and how this fits his "defence" of the CIA. 








aboii/ 01 ^ *' i^airt, roaliaa that t*ia CIA i» suborned to have complied with my requests 
about u y«<<r a^o, (jivin'; r.« ub«t 1 b supposed to be all th® Mealoo stuff wi tw^. 1 
r.oord l.dio,u« *y ,„ch tw. s .„) ,l,k mch *f . 

sr “ff - 

***** of its aosjcUt# and did nothing* B lA 

sointif *Lf!l7 71 th MW + r a Uva tookU? »«*<* ^tmanu and atev* Ball .^d only 
jointed, antagonistic questions* designed to suggest to listeners that h* was a run 3L 
oth«i- agent but no* one question about tkia ao77i 8sr '» / ? eto™ jJ! J? v * s * K f °f. 
thay rover. **s he was uaolg*,d to -exico City wjje, in tL ClZ Groat r«jo2^ th2^ toot 

with ihlt 2o* I w^t 8 toioT*l^ n f! BUCk wroa * sitil it* ^ i h*v. time boSr/the 
Sip , ! * *° ?f 1 11 4,1,1 it* othoruia. I»dd do that later and sesaratelv 

Th* AP did not so* fit to include thio story in its B wire f^ Ji! i 
wldoh generally prints all it jrovidea on thio Object! 11 

Hot a leading a*w» item on oooad half MflO’g today 3hyw. But tkev are v.vi w ,.- n 
•**■”“ 0„ how you ... d.t.mine you ..oft,. 0 „?„ ^^*g^L5 , £L* 

eoTevnrauifc, newsjayera and y«o?le in both. i^rtant than 

tv* ConcoS*^f*lSt W 5/22/ follOM4><3 * Zt wou * d »» wi «* * W.t on 

-i~ JC* £ ^LulhS'S "* * • w t ' x ‘* y - 1 ' b * “■ *••* - -»* ••*■» *» 

th. CIS St'S wSCfSrC'^ 1 " tr '*““ l - «* «•"“ th. CIA dwotroy 
Hhy do« h. ..old „,l Bt ib.t K “ sl " uot «•» 

aaeaaoination and beginning SumJ iSSiSeS a22?£ “ J* tlK " of «» 

I recall ao ouch traJcrtnt L toFtS'l r<?* W J “*! intoicet? 

dona Kooolex not go into this? It wuld <-tr,..- ft, a,l * ybo it is a till withhold, Why 
it ia wifchJwild at^the ClA'o request iV 0 babl7‘ 6t ?7f hls 1 a 1 torjr baoa ‘» B » ** «ould find that 
'‘intelligence aouroea" after the fact of thus* 4 f * Ci “f m to " QationQl security" or 
request for them. Long 5t2. int.rceytioaa in jhiblic and my SOU 

Oftly *m irrfctiOiUii m*A would how idltinwrl th« r» « 

oft-.r like t in whan he could \uv^vTlktTt^ ! h T fT* ttdVwU!< * «» 

Maybe thia accounts for the alleged ^UmiloToS \TlT. th ° ° ffw * 

I *«id I°did J2“know’buf tb2 t^A’^efioit 1 ^ 11 ^ b ** tt * CU a ^ at * 

harraaeaent of her oould bw taken to Isdicte thll **i ‘^i 01 *® J°ii c * 

Bis intonriow adds nothing to the eublirrocord * n . k4,r ooaaectio«» were left, 

he was an enemy .of the revolution/ * ^ U oaXU l * iiahoaeet- told LHO 

Qaota alio the initial wrong name for LtiO 

s r«r L^'udS.V-" 1 - 11 ” 

tat 

q 0Ub** and ko Buid rea. So ho does uot ^ ** ** 1<l SUwsou. I *ddod 

quote Bella ia a deliberate lie. Aa hoJd^tS' HoJkeJSi* *^^5 ColoCiaa or SL »**so a 
Mexico City cable and related communications. /“2f/° a /’ alla Eaw tha C A ’ B 

ehat has* So both wnyo h© kaom it ia r lio ^ °PT % ?^ d tfc4 UlA for thc ' R# 1 baiiyo 

.OMdaoiom of tta „, or r fw ,„ «» ™ did aot t.ll th. Ibm. 

the comaieaion a files « 3 it i u in the CIA's riel** L ot Alvaredo garts story and is in 
Schueiksr also lied. This waa out during ali “* aM1,n * “*i i'“8ure others, 

alleged contents were aot. H aUly tk llf *“ ° f Ms 8UboOBim iitee, if tlw 


2»ur Jim, Hirst add memo on today’s WmPoet/Kesalsr CIA-Cawald story 11/26/76 

I had no time to think: Af this today because I was doing what required throught. 

M v 'w” U * t0mie '''™ S ?:? y ** J*** ««• *«.p «.». TV nawa i. 2 „». *o motion 

° W f??“ r/ ?,m * 8 * Wa » oitlu,r « 1 had ao Jtuoaa call about it. A buff who called bad 

soia«thio$ tflae ia iaiud. No ra^ortar of afoy iut«ra»t of *ay kiad. 

One result of all these kinds of stories is, of course, to kill the whole story, to 

uumb to ho-hum the editors, and to take the edge off of later exposures. “So it 

S***.* ryff “** "?* t0 f0rs#t tkat tJwr « *• mutual diolike between the FBI aad CIA and 
chut thu CIA two wiu^a* 

I kad to go Into town In the a.m, I llstonad to the NBC all-news Baltimore station 
when I war* in tho car, all but 10-15 minutes oft an hour and 10-15 minute.., perhaps « 

. , TO ”; 0 ac stioa. - ■«** out of t « car one time only, be actually had a traffic 

jam aor« thia nominal 

^ wusiG but there ware several Uhl aewsoasto. ao mention. After 
the 1 »00 WToP-TV news I worked in the houae without bearing anything then want outside 
to trim out W branches. of the tress blown out by last year’s storms. This U the kind of 
work that i>*naitc me to use a pocket radio. I did for close to three hours. The only time 
i nad tna set off ia wkea you called. There were several mentions of Halpeiia’s *akin E 
tke house committee to look into the Map, to. killing, * clear publicity stunt, but nothing 
on this. I vra« listening to WfOB radio. ** 

,, KveBing TV may ^ have a mow angle or lead. It was not mentioned at the lead-in of 
whiirdJin- b tMs Radi0 * ^ fiBd * h,lf Ali tklBa ' a consld#ml * "kick I'm listening: to 

nho can figure today's pres*! But by normal standards of tho past, especially with 
a new oi»gre«uioa*l conmdtte® Just beginning, on ao controversial a subject, with so much 
recently in tho news about the spooks, there would be considerable interact and some 
competition for followups aad new leads. Be interesting to see if to the Post thin also 
is anotnor oae-okot , as the previous one of 1l/l3 wap. Not following up would not have 
bai*a. normal ia tha witli y. ?-<)£«* dcoojp* 

I’m going to make an FOU request for the transcript of the Archives. I’ll probably 
also writo tee CIA. ocott never finished the organization of ay request files and that 
ramtl.u. to tho ,-j.A La in aoro chaos but if your* copies are not you’ll find that this 
is covered in my all-lacluoive request, that when ark Allen's was an Inadequate request 
I uide a separate oa, that the CIA wrote, and told £* this duplicated tty earlier request 
ant. includes in wits taut, ana that I wrote and said I made this as a separate request 
because it could be- processed easily aad rapidly and I mud® it separately eo they could, 
that tbia w ao &y racists 

I'* ° Uld ? m * b0U L tha 08 tkls “ tor y »« *’» ao-itoHag the final hour* of 

t f l 1 f* 1 S * V ' S * W£C kaa * B0 ™ ic * to affiliates under which they provide TV stations 
what tu*y do not use on net aewsi the hour WHC-TV had ho thing. NBC-TV had a brief it«a. 
nothing new. CB3-TV nothing. I did not e*t aBC-TV. 


Best, 


